
Thanks
We thank
Frankfort
 residents for
playing such
key roles in
their govern-
ment’s future.

Thanks to the significant 
number of residents who are
 participating in the formation 
of a new comprehensive plan. 
Your comments and input at
workshops and online are
 helping to shape the future of
Frankfort. Anyone can still
 participate at www.your
frankfort.com.

Thanks to the majority of voters
who approved an increase in
sales tax to fund more police
protection and to fund road,
sidewalk and bike trail
 construction. We are currently
hiring three new police officers
to fill three new positions. One
position will be a school resource
officer who will work with
Frankfort School District 157-C.
Two positions will be directed
patrol units. They will
 concentrate on specific crime
prevention activities such as
thefts from cars or residential
area speeding. Last November’s
approval of the non-home rule

Continued on page 5

Mayor’s Message 
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Once again, we in the Chicago area
survived what seemed to be a
never ending winter. Although,
December started fairly mild, in
late January and through February
we were treated to a “polar vortex”
bringing brutal temperatures along
with twenty some days in a row
with measurable snowfall. As the
weather starts to warm, we often
find ourselves conducting 
“spring cleaning” in order to clear
our spaces of the clutter we
 accumulated while “trapped” in
our homes. It is important to know
that we must now take extra steps
to properly dispose of certain types
of trash.

As most of us know, we can no
longer place electronics at the curb
to be picked up and electronics
recycling became mandatory in
January of 2012. This is mainly due
to hazardous materials that are
used and encased in most electron-
ic items. Unfortunately, our waste
haulers are not legally able to
accept these items with our regular
trash. 

Electronics that have been banned
from disposal in the trash include:

Televisions, Monitors, Printers,
Computers (Desktops, Laptops,
Notebooks, Tablets), Electronic
Keyboards, Fax Machines,
Videocassette Recorders, Portable
Digital Music Players, DVD

Players, DVD Recorders, Video
Game Consoles, Small Scale
Servers, Scanners, Electronic Mice,
Digital Converter Boxes, Cable
Receivers, Satellite Receivers, Cell
Phones, Computer Cable, Portable
Digital Assistants (PDAs) and Zip
Drives.

Thankfully, Will County has free
electronics drop-off sites located
throughout the area. Specific
 information about this program 

Spring Clean-Up
By Robert Piscia, Village Administrator

Continued on next page

http://www.yourfrankfort.com
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Village Board room

Village Board meetings are held 
on the first and third Monday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m.
in the Administration Building.
Meetings are available on 
cable TV and online at 
www.villageoffrankfort.com. 

Special meetings and standing
 committee  meetings are  scheduled
monthly, or on an  as-needed basis, 
and are announced. The public is 
 invited to all meetings.

THe FraNKFOrT Villager

is  circulated three times yearly to
 residents and businesses in the
Village of Frankfort. Circulation is
currently 7,900. 

Statement of Purpose: To inform 
the community of issues, policies,
and  personalities pertaining to
 government in our village.

THE FRANKFORT VILLAGER

Sporing Clean-Up, from Page 1 halt.” It important that we only
place acceptable materials into our
recycle bins to ensure appropriate
disposal. For proper recycling tips,
please visit www.mydisposal.com/
wpcontent/uploads/2018/07/
Recycle_Guide.pdf.

Finally, the last part of our clean up
may involve sprucing up our yards.
The Village of Frankfort provides
for branch pickup beginning in the
first week of April. Leaves and
other yard waste should be placed
in “yard waste” bags with disposal
stickers. These bags will be picked
up on trash days by our disposal
company.

Enjoy the spring and that clean
 feeling! �

can be found at www.willcounty
green.com/greenguide/electronic.
aspx.

In addition, most of us try to
remove “recyclables” from items
we are disposing as a way to be
eco-friendly. Unfortunately, our
waste haulers are advising that we
as Americans are over-recycling
and actually jeopardizing the entire
process. As a recent flyer from
Homewood Disposal advises
“Over-recycling adds garbage, food
waste, and hazardous materials
into the recycling stream. As trucks
deliver their mixed recyclable 
loads to sorting facilities, these
 contaminated items, destroy
“good” materials and grind the
progress of sorting facilities to a
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It’s been an
honor and a
privilege to
serve the
 residents of
Frankfort as a
Village Trustee
for the past
twenty years.

Recently I overhead someone ask,
“So what does a Village Trustee
do?”  The answer is that we
 represent all the residents of
Frankfort on issues that affect us
the most closely. These include
items like determining how your
property taxes are spent to provide
quality services like snow plowing,
street maintenance, Village
 landscaping, and police protection.
The Village Board also works to
maintain the appropriate “look”
and “character” of the Village by
maintaining high standards for
building quality, while still
 respecting the rights of property
owners. We guard the Village’s
assets to ensure there are controls
over the cash and investments, and
also, how the Village property is
used for civic or charitable events.

Serving as your Trustee I’ve seen
what makes Frankfort the “jewel”
that it is. Over this period,
Frankfort has managed to grow,
while preserving the culture and
heritage that marks its identity.
We’ve maintained a strong
 financial base through conservative
Village spending and long 
range planning. Our Auditors
 compliment us annually on the
quality of reporting and the
strength of our resources,
 especially compared to other
 government entities they audit.

Trustee Talk: And Away She Goes!
By Trustee Cynthia Corso Heath

Our Village Board is firmly
 committed to involving residents
in decisions, be it with residents
serving on committees or the open
door policy we have. The Trustees
serve “at large”, which means we
each represent all the residents, not
just our neighborhood. Residents
can contact the Mayor or any
trustee they know or run into at a
local event. Many times all this
involvement takes extra time
which is why people complain that
government moves slowly. But
making the right decisions takes
time.

I’ve seen the partnership between
Village Government and local
Civic organizations and other
boards strengthen during these
past years. There is now great
 communication between them, 
as evidenced by the continuing
success of the events like the Fall
Festival and the new School
Resource Officer for District 157-C.

One of my favorite projects was
working with students at the
 annual Student Government Day
event. Their knowledge and

 interest in local government, along
with their challenging minds, 
gives us hope for a strong future.
The students spend time learning
the answer to the question I
 mention in the first paragraph
above. They learn that there are
many boards that govern our lives
– School Boards, Park District
Boards, Library Boards, Fire District
Boards, Township Boards, County
Boards, and of course, State and
Federal Government. They learn to
understand the difference and how
important it is to be involved with
decision making.

While I won’t miss the many hours
spent serving as a Trustee, I will
miss the feeling of being a close
part of this Village. I will miss
working with a talented and
 dedicated Village Board who all
have only the best interests of the
residents as their single goal. 
And I will miss working with the
 knowledgeable and hard-working
staff who are the ones who really
make everything work.

So a big thank you to everyone and
away I go! �
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Save the Date!
Village of Frankfort Open House Tour

Wednesday, May 22    5 PM – 7 PM

Learn about the services provided at each of these facilities:
Village Hall • Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant

Police Department • Standpipe • Utilities/Public Works Facility

Village staff will be available to answer your questions!
(Transportation not provided)
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I really
 appreciate this
opportunity 
to express my
thanks to the
residents of
Frankfort for
allowing me
the privilege 

of serving you on the Village
Board. After much thought and
conversations with my family, I
have decided not to run for 
re-election. This was not an easy
decision. I have truly enjoyed my
time on the board and I am sure
that I will miss working with my
fellow board members, staff and
most importantly the residents of
our great community.

Since I came on the board in 2008,
there have been many changes in
our town. Due to an economic
 downturn, we went from building
over 300 homes a year to

Trustee Talk: Thank You Frankfort
By Trustee Mike Stevens

 approximately 100 a year. We
 finally saw the widening and
improvement to Route 30.  

We began a beautification program
in our downtown and also saw 
the addition of many new events. 
All done with the idea that these
would bring many more people to
experience our wonderful shops
and restaurants.

We saw improvements to our
infrastructure such as two one
 million gallon water towers and
are moving to the completion of a
60 million dollar improvement to
our waste water treatment system.

Thanks to voters approving a 1%
increase in our sales tax, we will be
adding additional police officers
and we will be able to repave more
streets in a timely manner.

For most of the time that I have

been on the board, I have been the
liaison with our plan commission.
While not an easy job, the folks
who have served on the
 commission have been outstanding.
They take their responsibilities 
very seriously and are a credit to
our community.

Our village is so fortunate to have
so many great employees who do
the day-to-day work to keep our
town running smoothly.

I want to thank Mayor Jim Holland,
who first appointed me to the
board back in 2008. The trustees
that I have served with have been
outstanding. Our community is so
very fortunate to have such
 dedicated people willing to give
their time and energy to our town. 
I can't thank all of them enough for
their help and friendship. Thanks
again Frankfort and I hope to see
you around town. �

Beautification Award Nomination
Have you noticed a property that is extraordinarily pleasing to view? It is likely the owners have spent 

considerable time, effort and expense to make their property so pleasing. We applaud them and we want to 
recognize them. Please complete this form and we will see that the owner receives appropriate recognition.

Date Submitted:_____________________       Submitted By:__________________________________________________

Name of Nominee (Optional):___________________________________________________________________________

Address of Nominee:___________________________________________________________________________________

Description of Project/Reason for Nomination:____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return completed form to the Village Administration Building, 432 W. Nebraska Street, Frankfort, IL 60423
or email to Sue Lynchey at slynchey@vofil.com.
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Activities to support the 2020
Federal Census began in 2017 and
public involvement will ramp up
throughout this year. Many people
know the United States conducts a
decennial census, but fewer can
explain why it is important at the
local level. It is important residents
are aware of next year’s census and
fully participate to assure a
 complete count is achieved by
Census Day, April 1, 2020.

Establishing a complete count is
important at the local level because
it is used to determine legislative
representation in Congress as well
as the distribution of $675 Billion
from the federal government. At
the state level, population figures
certified through the census process
are used to distribute state income,

use, and motor fuel taxes to the
local government. Together, these
revenues are approaching three
million dollars per year to
Frankfort.

To assist achieving a complete
count, the Village is actively
involved in updating its boundaries
and local address data directly with
the Census Bureau to ensure the
effort to count is supported by the
most current data available. To this
end, the Village will participate in
the 2020 Census New Construction
Program, which permits new
addresses to be added to the final
census database until November 
of 2019.

The major public-facing effort and
response process will begin in early

2020, however expect to see and
hear information about Census
2020 throughout the coming year.
Although Frankfort’s historical
response rate to the census is high,
we appreciate your assistance in
spreading the word to ensure 
the highest number of people
understand the value of their full
participation in the process. �

The Census is Coming
By Jeff Cook, Assistant Village Administrator

Join the
2020 Census Team

Apply Online!
2020census.gov/jobs
Federal relay service:

1-855-JOB-2020
(1-855-562-2020)

www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

sales tax referendum also has
enabled our staff and board to
apply for grants and initiate plans
for new bike trails, sidewalk
improvements and road extensions.

The sales tax increase from 7% to
8% will become effective in July
and the village will begin seeing
revenues in October. The increase
will not apply to titled goods such
as automobiles and trailers nor will
it apply to medicine or certain
 groceries. Because both the police
hiring process and the grant
 funding process are lengthy, the
board has instructed the police to
start hiring immediately and the
planning staff to submit grant
applications immediately.

Mayor’s Message, from page 1 Frankfort’s population is less 
than 25,000 and, therefore, we 
are  designated non-home rule. 
Non-home rule communities must
have the voters’ permission to raise
sales taxes. The Frankfort Village
Trustees and I are well aware that
while 53% of the voters supported
the sales tax increase, 47% did not.
We hear the 47% as well as the
53%. We assure all residents of
Frankfort that we will be good
stewards of your money. We will
do everything that we can to
explain to you how and why we are
spending your money and we will
give you opportunity to let your
views on our spending be known.

Finally, thanks to all the residents
who voted in the April 2nd

 election. We are fortunate to have
honest and ethical people who are
also well qualified and willing to
serve the Frankfort community as
Trustees. We congratulate the
 election winners, who are not
known at the time of this writing,
and we take a moment to say
 goodbye and thanks to our retiring
trustees, Cindy Heath and Mike
Stevens.

The Trustees and I thank the
 residents of Frankfort for participat-
ing in their government. With your
help and guidance, we will work
together to make Frankfort the best
that it can be. �

http://www.2020census.gov/jobs
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of vehicle thefts, cars are not being
manipulated or “hot-wired,” rather
the keys/fobs were left in the
 vehicles. We also found that in
some recent incidents, criminals
have used garage door openers of
unsecured vehicles parked outside
to get into cars in the garage.  

Although criminals are not always
smart, they do tend to learn quickly
and get the word out as to where
easy areas to access are, and this is
what appears to be happening.
They return to the suburbs,
 including Frankfort, because they
feel they are easy targets. I know,
many feel and have said “I live in
[Frankfort] the suburbs; I shouldn’t
have to lock my doors!” It is that
mindset that tells the criminals
“come here we have plenty of
goods and cars here for the taking!”
We all wish we lived in a time and

As 2019 begins, unfortunately we
see one crime trend that continues
to rise, and we need your help to
prevent it. That crime is car  break-
ins and thefts. This criminality is
not new, nor is it exclusive to
Frankfort. These incidents have
plagued the entire Chicagoland
area for quite some time and have
not shown signs of slowing.
Frankfort Police Department (FPD)
is often asked what is being done
about this or what can the
 community do to help.

Based on research of these
 incidents, we found one thing will
help keep Frankfort from being a
target: “LOCK IT OR LOSE IT!” 
We continue to look to our
 residents to help curb this activity
with that simple message. FPD has
continued to send out the message
to our residents to “LOCK YOUR
DOORS” and “DON’T LEAVE
YOUR KEYS/FOBS” in your cars,
even when parked in the garage.
We put this message out through
NIXLE blasts, at board meetings, at
Coffee with a Cop, on our mobile
 message board and tell all that will
listen. We found that in almost
every incident involving vehicle
thefts and car break-ins, the cars
were left unlocked. This trend is
not only in Frankfort but also in
other communities. In all instances

Lock It or Lose It!
By John Burica, Chief of Police

place that  people did not take what
is not theirs. However, with the
ease of travel today, it’s a short ride
to opportunity, both good and bad.  

FPD continues to be vigilant in
patrolling and looking for these
criminals, catching some, however
there are many more and word is
out on easy targets. So let’s get the
word out in Frankfort, we will not
be easy targets, we “Lock it, so we
don’t Lose It”, and when we 
“See Something (or hear it), we 
Say Something” and call the police.
Safety is the responsibility of
 everyone and we need your help 
to make our community as safe 
as it can be. �
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Proper Procedures for Branch Collection Program
By Terry Kestel, Superintendent of Public Works

The Village of Frankfort
 appreciates our residents’ efforts to
maintain the trees and landscaping
on their property. To assist with
this effort, the Village offers a free
branch collection program. The
Department of Public Works
 conducts a branch collection
 program that runs weekly from
April to the second week of
October. Residents that have
branches should place them out for
pick up by 7:00 AM on Mondays.
The entire Village will be covered
once per week starting from the
eastern side of town working west.
Depending on the amount of
branches placed out each week
determines the number of days
needed to complete the collection.

Tree branches an inch in diameter
or larger will be picked up. The
longer and straighter the branches,
the quicker and more effective the
service will be. Stack branches
neatly on the parkway with cut

ends facing the street. Do not tie or
bundle the branches as this may
cause damage to the wood 
chipper. Branches should not be
placed in the street as this can
cause a hazard with traffic. Please
place branches with thorns in a
separate pile. Remove all dirt from
stumps and roots for pick up 
with this  program.

Branch piles containing any
 lumber, metal, or other material
that will cause damage to Village
equipment will not be picked up.
Small branches and other landscape
material not meeting the above
requirements should be disposed 
in yard waste bags with a sticker
attached for collection by NuWay
Disposal. Yard waste pickup
 procedures are available on the
Village website www.villageof
frankfort.com. 

The branch collection program is
solely intended to provide 
disposal of branches generated
from  established yards of Village
 residents. Landscape and tree
 trimming companies are
 responsible for disposal of any
branches they create; these piles
will not be picked up through this
program.

Any questions regarding any of the
procedures for the branch collection
program should be directed to the
Public Works Department at (815)
469-2177. �

Branch Collection Schedule: April 1 through October 14, 2019

Saturday, April 27

The Earth Day Celebration begins at 
8:30 AM at the Utilities/Public Works

Facility at 524 Center Road 
and  concludes with a FREE pizza
 luncheon for all volunteers at 
11:30 AM at the same location.

Free t-shirts for volunteers!

For more information, please visit
www.villageoffrankfort.com

If you have a large group, please contact
Sue Lynchey at (815) 469-2177.

Celebrate Earth Day with Us!

http://www.villageoffrankfort.com
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QUESTIONS

We are always available to answer
any questions or discuss concerns
with our residents. Please feel 
free to email us anytime at
 utilities@vofil.com, call us at (815)
469-2177 or stop by the 
Village Administration Building
located at 432 W. Nebraska Street
between the hours of 8:00 AM and
5:00 PM. 

your water usage pattern, which
can make it easier for you to man-
age water usage or budget for
months that are typically higher.

GO PAPERLESS
If you would like to receive an 
E-Billing notification instead of a
printed bill, you may do so by
clicking on the “E-Billing” button
and checking the box next to your
account number.

Simplify your life with paperless
billing and online bill payment.
With paperless billing, you get the
same information as you do with
your printed water bill, but online.
Online bill payment allows you to
pay at any time, day or night with
no convenience fees. You can also
view your utility bill history and
usage which allows you to manage
your household water consumption
in an efficient matter.  

HOW TO SIGN UP

Go to www.frankfortutilities.com
to create an account. Or go to the
Village of Frankfort website at
www.villageoffrankfort.com and
click on “Pay Your Water Bill”
under the “LIVE” heading and
 follow the link to the Frankfort
Utilities website. Then click on the
“Request New Account” button
and follow the steps.

ONCE YOU’RE SIGNED UP

YOU CAN PAY YOUR BILL
ONLINE
• By clicking on the “Make
Payment” button

• Check or credit card is accepted
(MasterCard, Visa, Discover and
American Express)

• No convenience fees

YOU CAN ALSO VIEW THE
 FOLLOWING INFORMATION
• Account summary
• Consumption History (see 
 diagram)

• Billing History
• Consumption Chart

The consumption chart displays

Paperless Billing and Payment
By Jenni Booth, Director of Finance

24 months of usage can be seen on the consumption history page(s).



Are We There Yet?
By Michael Stone, Director of Utilities

In 2014, the Village adopted a
 comprehensive facility plan that
provided alternatives to improve
the Village’s wastewater treatment
facilities in an effort to cost-
effectively optimize treatment
operations and meet increasing
regulatory requirements. The
 alternative that was ultimately
selected to achieve these goals
 consists of consolidating the
Village’s three separate treatment
plants into a single treatment
 facility. This article will briefly
 discuss where we’ve been, where
we’re at, and where we’re headed
as it relates to our wastewater
treatment consolidation project.

The first phase of the project
involved providing a means to
transfer wastewater from the north
plant (located near Walker
Intermediate School in Frankfort

Square) and west plant (located on
Colorado Avenue) to the regional
plant (located north of Lincoln-
Way East High School). To 
achieve this objective, the Village
 constructed new pumping facilities
at the north and west plants. 
Also included in this first phase
was the construction of a new
wastewater testing laboratory and
improvements to the preliminary
treatment process at the regional
plant. These improvements were
completed in early 2018.

The second phase of the
 consolidation program is currently
in progress and consists of three
major components: installing the
necessary piping to convey flow to
the regional plant from the new
pumping facilities located at the
north and west plants; upgrading
the Hickory Creek pump station
(located adjacent to Hickory Creek
along Route 45); and constructing 
a new excess flow storage facility
and improving the treatment

processes at the regional plant.
When these improvements are
 complete, all of the Village’s
 wastewater treatment will occur 
at the regional plant, thereby
 eliminating the need for the north
and west plants. These  second
phase improvements are nearly
 finished and are on schedule for
final completion early this  summer.
The third, and final, phase of the
consolidation program consists of
demolishing the north and west
plants along with construction of a
new excess flow storage pond at
the north plant location.  This last
phase of the consolidation project
will begin this spring with final
completion in 2020.

Our wastewater treatment
 consolidation project is heading
into the homestretch. Are we there
yet? Not quite, but the end is in
sight. If you have any questions or
would like to discuss the details of
this project, I encourage you to
 contact me at (815) 469-2177. �
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Hydrant Flushing
Schedule

April 8 through May 23
Signs are posted in advance

of flushing.
For additional details, visit
www.villageoffrankfort.com
under “Live/Village Services”

Do you have a question or comment for the Village
Board during the live Village board meeting?

If so, email voflive@vofil.com during the meeting!

Watch FCTV 24 Hours a Day with
“LIVE STREAM”

Visit www.villageoffrankfort.com, click on the
“LIVE STREAM” logo on the home page—it’s easy!

Miss Your Favorite Program on
Channel 6?

Just visit www.villageofrankfort.com, click on the
“FCTV ON DEMAND” logo, 

select the program you’d like to watch, and ENJOY!
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For details on events, please visit www.villageoffrankfort.com

EARTH DAY/ARBOR DAY
 CELEBRATION
Saturday, April 27 at 8:30 AM
Utilities/Public Works Facility
524 Center Road

FRANKFORT COUNTRY  MARKET
(SPRING)
Sundays, April 28 – May 26
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Downtown Frankfort

VILLAGE OF FRANKFORT OPEN
HOUSE
Wednesday, May 22
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Tour of Village Facilities

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
Sponsors: Village of Frankfort/
Frankfort VFW Post 1493
Monday, May 27 at 10:00 AM
Breidert Green

FRANKFORT COUNTRY  MARKET
(SUMMER)
Sundays, June 2 – August 25
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Downtown Frankfort

CRUISIN’ FRANKFORT
Sponsors: Frankfort Car Club/
Village of Frankfort
Thursdays, June 6 – August 22
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Downtown Frankfort

FRIDAYS ON THE GREEN
Sponsor: Frankfort Public Library
Fridays, June 7 – July 19
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Breidert Green

ART ON THE GREEN
Sponsors: Village of Frankfort/
Frankfort Arts Association
Sunday, June 9, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Breidert Green

MOVIE ON THE GREEN
Tuesday, June 11 at 8:30 PM
Breidert Green

“GET HOOKED ON  FRANKFORT”
FISHING DERBY
Saturday, June 15
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Prairie Park

CONCERTS ON THE GREEN
Sponsor: Frankfort Chamber
Sundays, June 16 – August 25
6:30 PM
Breidert Green

4TH OF JULY  CELEBRATION
Sponsors: Village of Frankfort/
Frankfort Park District/Frankfort
Chamber/Frankfort Firefighters
Foundation/IAFF Local 4338
Thursday, July 4 at 5:00 PM
Main Park

MOVIE ON THE GREEN
Tuesday, July 9 at 8:30 PM
Breidert Green

BLUEGRASS ON THE GREEN
Sponsor: FrankfortBluegrass
Committee
Saturday, July 13 & Sunday, July 14
Times TBA, Breidert Green

AMATEUR RIB COOK-OFF
Sponsors: Village of Frankfort/
Frankfort Area Jaycees/Frankfort Lions 
Saturday, August 3, Time TBA
Downtown Frankfort

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
AGAINST CRIME
Sponsor: Frankfort Police Department
Tuesday, August 6
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, Breidert Green

MOVIE ON THE GREEN
Tuesday, August 13 at 8:30 PM
Breidert Green

FRANKFORT FALL FEST
Sponsor: Frankfort Chamber
August 31 through September 2
Downtown Frankfort

FRANKFORT COUNTRY  MARKET
(FALL)
Sundays, September 8 – October 27
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Downtown Frankfort

FRANKFORT HALF
MARATHON/10K
Sponsor: LW Dist. 210 Foundation for
Educational Excellence
Saturday, September 14 at 7:00 AM
Breidert Green

SENIOR BREAKFAST
Wednesday, September 18
8:00 AM

OLD PLANK ROAD TRAIL 
5K RUN/WALK
Saturday, October 5
8:30 AM to 11:30 AM
Breidert Green

STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY
Monday, October 21 at 6:00 PM
Frankfort Village Admin. Building
432 W. Nebraska

TRUNK OR TREAT
Sponsor: Frankfort Police Department
Saturday, October 26
10:00 AM to 12:00 NOON
Breidert Green

VETERAN’S DAY CONCERT
Sponsor: Hickory Creek Middle School
Thursday, November 7 at 6:00 PM
Hickory Creek Middle School

LIGHTING OF THE GREEN
 CEREMONY
Thursday, December 5 at 6:30 PM
Breidert Green

Calendar of Events 2019
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every Sunday - april 28 through October 27
Downtown Frankfort

Country Market Hours:
Spring Market:         April 28 to May 26                     10 to 2
Summer Market:      June 2 to August 25                  9 to 2
Fall Market:               September 8 to October 27       9 to 1

No Market: Sunday, July 14 or Sunday, Sept. 1

Fresh Produce • Plants • Organic/Gluten Free Products
Prepared Foods • Baked Goods • Live Entertainment • Special Events

Please join us on opening day, April 28, to honor the memory 
of Maggi Lindee, Founder of the Frankfort Country Market.
Stop by the Village of Frankfort Information Booth to pick up

free seed paper in memory of Maggi and to help celebrate what would
have been her 100th birthday! 

Frankfort Country Market

Cruisin’ Frankfort
Every Thursday

June 6 through August 22
5:00 - 8:00 PM

Downtown Frankfort

For a list of the feature cars,
visit frankfortcarclub.club

or www.villageoffrankfort.com
under the Calendar of Events.

Sponsored by:
Frankfort Car Club 

and the Village of Frankfort

Art on the Green
Presented by Frankfort Arts Association

Sunday, June 9, 2019 • 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Breidert Green in Downtown Frankfort

Enjoy a day on the green experiencing the outstanding
work of our creative community! There will be
 something for everyone at the fair including art in
many mediums and styles, live music, and an art
 activity table for children.

Sponsored By: Village of Frankfort
For more information visit www.frankfortarts.org

For more information and details, visit www.villageoffrankfort.com

http://www.frankfortcarclub.club
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Breidert Green
Movies Start at Dusk / 8:30 PM
Grab a blanket or bring a lawn chair
and head out to Breidert Green for a

FREE family movie night under the stars!

No Pets Allowed
No Alcoholic Beverages Allowed

In case of weather, rain date is one week from the original movie date!
In case of inclement weather on rain date, movie will be held at Founders Center, 140 Oak Street.

Sponsored By:

Lights, Camera, Action!
Movies on the Green

Tuesday, June 11
“The Little Mermaid”

Tuesday, July 9
“Kicking & Screaming”

Tuesday, August 13
“Angels in the Outfield”

Free Popcorn - Popped & Served By:
June 11

Knights of Columbus
July 9

Kiwanis Club of Frankfort
August 13

Lions Club of Frankfort

Village of Frankfort
(815) 469-2177

Frankfort Chamber of Commerce
(815) 469-3356

Frankfort Park District
(815) 469-9400

Saturday, June 15
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM (Rain or Shine)

For Kids - Ages 3 to 12

Prizes Awarded for
“Most Fish Caught” and “Biggest Fish Caught” 

Registration Is Required!

Details and registration form will be available
on the Village of Frankfort website,

www.villageoffrankfort.com.

Sponsored By: Village of Frankfort

“Get Hooked” on Frankfort
Fishing Derby at Prairie Park
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Frankfort Bluegrass Festival
Saturday, July 13

and
Sunday, July 14

Breidert Green - Downtown Frankfort

Visit www.frankfortbluegrassfest.com
for details & performer schedule.

Sponsored By: Frankfort Bluegrass Committee

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Breidert Green - Downtown Frankfort

Games & Inflatables

Safety Vendors & Safety Demonstrations

Touch-a-Truck and More!

Free fun for the entire family!
Sponsored By: Frankfort Police Department

Frankfort’s Night Out Against Crime

Frankfort Amateur Rib Cook-Off
Saturday, August 3 – Downtown Frankfort

ADMISSION IS FREE!
Tickets must be purchased for rib tasting and concessions.  

Live Chicago Blues Music Performed by Marty “Big Dog” Mercer

Sponsored By: Frankfort Area Jaycees • Village of Frankfort • Frankfort Lions Club

CONTESTANTS WANTED!
Think you have an award winning recipe?

Enter to be a contestant!
Public tasting • Music • Awards

Prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 
“Crowd Pleaser”

Detailed application and rules will be available
at www.villageoffrankfort.com



resulted in student growth and
 success. We look forward to
 continuing this positive momentum
these last few months of the 2018-
2019 school year. �

Lincoln-Way High School District 210 Update
By Dr. R. Scott Tingley, Lincoln-Way High School District 210

The 2018-2019 school year at
Lincoln-Way District 210 has been
defined by excellence in academics,
financial stability, and exceptional
extra-curriculars.

In the fall, the Illinois State Board
of Education (ISBE) released the
Illinois Report Card for the 2017-
2018 school year. All three 
Lincoln-Way high schools ranked
among the top 10% in the state, all
three earning summative ratings 
of Exemplary, the highest ranking
ISBE offers. This status is based
upon a number of factors including
SAT scores, Graduation Rate, and
Freshman on Track. 

The District had a successful audit
showing significant improvement
in the financial health of the
 district. This is the second
 consecutive year the District has
reported a surplus, after nearly a
decade of deficit spending. The
audit also showed that Lincoln-

Way spends less per student than
the majority of high school districts
in the state, yet still maintains the
academic rigor and achievements
of the higher spending districts.

In extracurriculars, many teams
and individuals represented
Lincoln-Way at various IHSA 
State Competitions, including the
Lincoln-Way East cheerleading
team being named State
Champions! We were also very
proud of our Lincoln-Way
Marching Band appearing on the
national stage by marching in the
Tournament of Roses Parade on
New Year’s Day. 

The coming few months of the
school year is an exciting, yet 
busy time, with students taking
Advanced Placement Tests and 
the PSAT/SAT. The support 
of the Lincoln-Way community, 
the drive of our faculty, and the
direction from our board have all

Your Opinion Counts!
Let us know your thoughts, concerns, or suggestions on ways to improve our village. Let us know about acts of
people who deserve special recognition. The Village will review submissions for appropriate response and action.

Dear Village Board, ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address & Phone (optional)____________________________________________________________________________

Drop the completed form off at the Village Administration Building or mail to:
Village Board, Village of Frankfort, 432 West Nebraska Street, Frankfort, IL 60423

or visit www.villageoffrankfort.com and click on “Contact Us.”
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The Lincoln-Way East Cheer Team
won the 2019 IHSA Competitive
Cheerleading State Championship

on February 2.
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exceeded Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers standards for
English and math. Statewide, the
district ranked eighth for English
and fifth for math.

A testament to the hard work of
dedicated staff members and
 enthusiastic learners, Hickory
Creek Middle School was named a
2018 National Blue Ribbon School
by the U.S. Department of
Education. All three of the district’s
schools received Exemplary
Designations on Illinois School
Report Cards released by the
Illinois State Board of Education
this year, meaning these schools
ranked in the Top 67 in the state.

These accomplishments are ones
the entire District 157-C community
can be proud of. �

Frankfort School District 157-C 
is continuously striving to help its
students achieve success, and
because of the hard work of its
administrators, teachers and
 students, and the diligence and
financial stewardship of its School
Board members, the district is
meeting and exceeding the goals it
set in its 21st  Century Continuous
Learning Plan.

These goals include optimizing
learning spaces to meet students’
needs; enhancing the ways the
 district serves students to ensure
they are achieving the best possible
outcomes; promoting high-
quality professional development
 opportunities for staff; maintaining
financial stability through
 responsible management of
resources; and serving and
 engaging the  community.

The district is two years ahead in 
its technology goals. Initially
 planning to implement one-to-one
laptops for fifth- through eighth-
grade  students and one-to-two
 laptops for third- and fourth-grade
students in the 2020-2021 school
year, the  district accomplished this
goal this year.

The increased use of technology 
has created more educational
opportunities for students and
increased engagement in the
 classroom. This has allowed the
district to enhance its curriculum
and assessments, leading to
 measurable academic achieve-
ments.

District 157-C ranked first in Will
County for the percentage of
 students (76 percent) who met or

Frankfort School District 157-C Achieves Objectives
of 21st Century Continuous Learning Plan

By Dr. Maura J. Zinni, Superintendent of Schools, Frankfort School District 157-C

One-to-one technology at Frankfort School District 157-C provides 
students more opportunities to collaborate and enjoy different types 

of learning environments.

Frankfort Township Food Pantry
Frankfort Township’s food pantry assists  people in the Township

who are experiencing difficult times.

Food  donations are always  welcome and may be dropped off at the 
Frankfort Township Office, 11000 W. Lincoln Highway.

For more  information, call (815) 806-2761.
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District 161 Focuses on Advancing Student Growth, Achievement
By Barb Rains, PHR, Superintendent of Summit Hill District 161

While rigorous learning standards
alone do not lead to improvements
in student performance, District 
161 continues to align instructional
practices and assessments to 
the state learning standards to 
equip students with skills needed
for  success in high school.
Additionally, District 161 is
 teaming with Lincoln-Way 
District 210 to utilize “next grade
readiness” analytics for a more
 efficient transition from kinder-
garten to grade 8 to high school. 

Maximizing Use of Facilities
District 161 has begun discussions
of future strategies to maximize use
of its facilities. Long-term planning

Each year the District 161 Board of
Education and administration meet
to develop a plan for the next
school year to guide the District in
its mission to advance student
growth and achievement in a safe,
welcoming learning environment.
The plan focuses on the long-term
development and success of all
 students.

Based on criteria of the new Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
our national education law, all
schools in District 161 received
commendable or exemplary ratings
which signify success in meeting
ESSA indicators that promote
 student growth and learning.

data was recently shared with
 parents and staff members at a
recent Superintendent Advisory
meeting. The data was based upon
an analysis of facilities and
 enrollment trends. This is the major
focus of Board Goal 4: ensuring 
that human and fiscal resources 
are  utilized in a fiscally sound
 manner to promote student
 learning. District 161 residents are
encouraged to attend the next
Superintendent Advisory meeting
as we continue the conversation on
April 15 at 6 PM at the District
Administrative Center in Frankfort.
For additional meeting information,
please call (815) 469-9103. �

Spring Fire Safety Advice
By Robert Wilson, Fire Chief, Frankfort Fire Protection District

The snow has melted, the rain and
wind is beginning to subside, the
plants are budding and the trees
are blooming. Spring is arriving
and your thoughts may be turning
to that dreaded ritual of spring
cleaning. With it comes a timely
reminder to keep your home safe
from the threat of fire. In an effort
to make this "Spring Cleanup" a
fire safe one, The Frankfort Fire
District provides the following
safety tips:

Inside the Home:
• Be careful moving large pieces of
furniture and appliances

• Always follow cleaning product
label safety instructions and
 recommendations

• Properly store household

 chemicals and never mix cleaning
agents

• Be safe while on ladders and step
stools

• Test your smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors, change bat-
teries immediately if needed

Outside and Around 
the Yard:
• Make sure your address numbers
are up and visible from the street

• Be mindful of powerlines when
trimming tree branches

• Always call JULIE (8-1-1) before
digging

• Let power equipment cool for 30
minutes before placing it inside

• Inspect your grill and exterior
outlets for animal nests prior to
first use

• Check all propane tanks and lines
for leaks and damage

• Clean your grill and periodically
remove grease build-up in catch
trays to prevent it from igniting

• Always position the grill well
away from combustible objects -
buildings, fences, deck railings
and landscaping can easily and
quickly ignite 

• Ensure to properly dispose of
smoking materials. The fire
department has responded to
incidents of smoldering mulch
near the front entrances of local
businesses and homes

For more details on seasonal fire
safety, contact us at (815) 469-1700.
You can also look for us on social
media. �
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Wellness Survey – A Tool to Assess Residents’ Needs
By Jim Randall, Executive Director, Frankfort Square Park District

How do you define wellness? 
The Frankfort Square Park 
District (FSPD) is giving you an
 opportunity to provide your input
on this important issue.

Over the coming months, all FSPD
resident households will receive a
wellness survey to aid us in
 assessing our community’s needs.

The survey will help determine
how best to improve the health of
our residents by enabling them to
recommend physical improve-
ments and program opportunities

that would accommodate all
 residents.
Physical improvements can 
include regionally located fitness
equipment, expansion of the
 existing path system, and/or
expanded indoor access to space,
providing wellness opportunities.

Program opportunities can include
physical activities that would
 promote healthy lifestyles and
 provide participants with
 information that could expand
knowledge and guide them
towards making healthy choices

and setting goals that can help
them achieve lifelong wellness.

The FSPD hopes all households 
will participate. We look forward to
sharing results and implementing
changes to improve the health and
wellness of all FSPD residents.

For more information on this
 survey and the Frankfort Square
Park District, please visit our
 website at www.fspd.org, contact
the park office at (815) 469-3524, 
or become a fan of our Facebook
page. �

will be held in conjunction with the
track dedication in honor of the late
Judy Herder. Please join us for this
event!

District staff is finalizing plans for
the many summer programs and
events. Delivery date for summer
brochure will be the week of April

Frankfort Park District News to Know
By Gina Hassett, Executive Director, Frankfort Park District

If you haven’t heard the news,
check out the Judy Herder
Memorial Pumptrack at Indian
Boundary Park. The track was
funded by Operation Playground
Foundation whose mission is to
fund park projects in Frankfort.
Other projects funded by the
 foundation include Fort Frankfort,
the Bark Park and the fitness
 equipment along Old Plank Trail.

The Judy Herder Memorial
Pumptrack is made of composite
material and is suitable to be ridden
on with bikes, skateboards, roller
blades, scooters and glider bikes.
The modular track is the first of its
kind in Illinois. It can easily be
accessed from the Old Plank Trail
just east of downtown Frankfort.

On June 27, there will be a time
trial event at the pump track that

15th with resident registration
 starting April 22. The brochure 
will also be available online. 

Registration for Day Camp is going
on now, additional summer camps
will be available in the summer
brochure. For more information on
events and programs visit our
 website www.frankfortparks.org
or follows us on Facebook, Twitter
or call (815) 469-9400.

In May, the Park District Board will
be reduced from a 7 to 5 member
Board. Voters supported this
change through the referendum
process at the November election.
Commissioners Brian Feehery and
Katie Rak will have completed their
terms. We are thankful for their
years of service to the Park District
and the residents of Frankfort. �Judy Herder Memorial Pumptrack
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Put a Little “Spring” in Your Step & Support Our Local Businesses!
By Marianne Melcher, Executive Director, Frankfort Chamber of Commerce

Our Frankfort Chamber of
Commerce kicked off 2019 by
 hosting our Annual Meeting at
Tuscany Falls in Mokena. Chamber
guests truly enjoyed this great
 networking luncheon and
 welcomed the installation of 2019
Board President, Harry D’Ercole,
and our Board of Directors: Bert
Behnke, Chris Bell, Julie Cantrell,
Gary Gnade, Glenn Laaspere, Chris
Herder, Rich Rappold, Brett
Schaibley, Tom Van Dellen, Dean
Vaundry and Laura Vroom. Our
first Meet, Greet & Network event
also began in January and will
 continue through November on the
3rd Tuesday of the month between
7:30am-9:30am at the Frankfort
Public Library. Chamber members,
new businesses, and those
 interested in learning more 
about joining the Chamber are
 welcome to attend this wonderful
networking event! In February, our
Chamber hosted our 24th Annual
Chili Cook-Off on Breidert Green.
This event had in excess of 300
guests who had the pleasure of
sampling a variety of delicious chili
recipes! February also welcomed
our annual FAWN event (Frankfort
Area Women’s Night) at CD&ME.
With much thanks to our Events
Committee who made this evening
such a great success and our
 wonderfully supportive “sold out”

crowd, we were able to make a
very generous donation to Sojourn
Therapeutic Riding Center. In
March, our 35th annual Frankfort
Community Showcase was a 
huge success, welcoming the
 participation of almost 100 local
businesses to showcase all their
business has to offer!

Our Concert on the Green series
will return again on Sunday, June
16, and run through August 25. 
We have some great entertainment
lined up, so be sure to join us for
these concerts! Also, don’t forget to
mark your calendars for our annual
Frankfort Chamber Golf outing on
July 22, 2019, at the Prestwick
Country Club! Plans are well
underway for our 51st annual

Frankfort Fall Festival over Labor
Day weekend! This year’s theme is
Starfest…It’s out of this world! We
welcome you to volunteer for this
and the many other events we 
host throughout the year! It is
through the tremendous devotion
of our Chamber volunteers, local
businesses, and the Frankfort
 community at large that our
Chamber events are so successful,
allowing us to pay it forward by
donating to numerous local
 organizations in great need of our
support. Thank you for everything
YOU do for our Chamber! Keep
updated on our latest happening
events by checking out our Events
calendar on our Chamber website
at www.frankfortchamber.com! �

For your convenience, free parking is provided in municipal owned parking lots
located throughout the downtown district.

All parking lots are marked for public use, have lights, and are within walking  distance
of all businesses in downtown Frankfort. 

Thank You for Visiting Downtown Frankfort!

Public Parking Options - Downtown Frankfort

Winners of the 24th Annual Chili Cook-Off on Breidert Green.



Our 2019 Activities
By Frankfort Area Historical Society/Frankfort Preservation Foundation

The FAHS/FPF Board presents its
2019 program of activities! In April,
Board members will participate in
Historical Preservation training.
May will find us awarding three
scholarships to deserving Lincoln-
Way High School students. We
proudly host our annual Ice Cream
Social for all Frankfort residents on
Sunday, August 25, followed by
Fall Fest where the FAHS and FPF
sponsor two food booths. In
October, we look forward to
 recognizing historical residential 
or commercial architecture in our
Village. We end the year with our
popular Holiday House Walk.

The Frankfort Area Historical
Society Museum is located at 132
W. Kansas Street with the hours of

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Wednesday
through Saturday, and 1:00 PM to
4:00 PM on Sundays (if volunteers
are available). Other days/times are
available by appointment. Our
phone number is (815) 469-6541.
Historical Society memberships are
available and members receive a
newsletter six times a year.

A program initiated in 2018, “I
remember when…,” shall continue.
Long-time residents were invited to
share their experiences of growing
up in Frankfort. Two delightful
interviews were recorded and will
be shared with the public in the
future. Residents are invited to
 contact us to participate!

We continue to collect donations to
"Save the Water Tower." Checks
may be made out to the Frankfort
Preservation Foundation with
memo: Water Tower and mailed 
to the museum at P.O. Box 546,
Frankfort, IL 60423, or go to the
Frankfort Preservation Foundation
Facebook page to link to the
GoFundMe Water Tower
 campaign. �

3,650 Days
By Pierre Gregoire, Library Director

This fiscal
year (July,
2018 – June,
2019) is an
anniversary
for me. I am
privileged
to be
 serving in

my tenth year as Library Director.
A lot has changed in the library in
those years and a lot has changed
in the community’s expectations of
the library.

Our district population increased
from 28,000 to 30,000. The number
of library programs increased from
231 with 8,540 people attending, to

400 programs with 21,175 people
attending. Ebooks & downloadable
audio books went from 0 to 78,223
available to our patrons. Print
materials increased as well from
91,000 to 99,000. The West End
addition added meeting rooms,
study rooms, a makerspace/class-
room, reading areas and  computer
lab; increasing the community
space by 9,000 square feet.

Over 15,000 visits every month
clearly show that there is a reason
to use the library for every person!
There are 197 programs planned for
April through June of 2019! Get
ready for spring with a Gardening
Workshop on April 17. See what Al

Capone and the World’s Fair 
have in common on May 1. The
Frankfort Chamber of Commerce
Meet, Greet & Network breakfast
meetings are regularly held at the
library on the third Tuesday of the
month. In the LAB you can learn 
to use the desktop 3D carving
machine to make nametags, stamps
and plaques or be inspired to make
your own custom greeting card
design on the silhouette cutter.
Dozens of children’s events from
story times to SteamCamp are
 regularly scheduled. 

We work for learning. Come and
learn with us! �
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